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FRIEND’S  UNION  FOR  PHILANTHROPIC  LABOR. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  : 

W.  C.  Starr,  Chairman,  - • - Richmond,  Ind. 


To  the  Members  of  Baltimore,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  Yearly 
Meetings — 

Dear  Friends  : As  you  are  perhaps  all  aware,  in  9th  month, 
1882,  our  four  Yearly  Meetings,  by  delegates,  formed  a Union  for 
Philanthropic  labor,  at  Waynesville,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
accomplishing  whatever  present  good  we  could  for  humanity  by 
this  labor,  and  in  so  doing  give  such  practical  illustration  of  the 
principles  held  by  our  religious  society  as  would  lead  to  a greater 
acceptance  of  them  by  those  not  of  our  fold,  thus  increasing  their 
fruit  producing  power. 

This  labor  involves  that  which  tends  to  destroy  the  seed  of 
liuinan  suffering — the  removal  of  long  established  customs  that 
are  degrading  or  inhuman  in  their  character,  and  the  inculcation 
of  whatever  lines  of  thought,  faith  or  principle  of  action  that 
tends  to  uplift  humanity  in  the  scale  of  morality,  and  bring  souls 
nearer  the  light  of  God’s  Truth,  and  more  obediently  under  the 
influence  and  leadership  of  His  inward  law. 

In  10th  month,  1883,  the  Union  met  in  Baltimore  for  more 
thorough  organization,  and  after  several  interesting  and  valuable 
sessions  (see  printed  reports  of  the  proceedings),  it  appointed  an 
Executive  committee  for  the  current  year,  and  continued^am- 
mittees  on  the  subjects  of  Arbitration,  Compulsory  Education, 
Prison  and  Criminal  Reform  and  Temperance,  as  given  here- 
with. 
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' V 


In  this,  as  in  all  movements  of  our  society,  better  results  will 
follow  general  unity  of  purpose  and  co-operation  of  labor  through- 
out the  entire  membership,  than  if  the  labor  be  left  to  the  few  who 
are  named  on  the  committees  of  the  Union  ; for  this  reason  the 
Executive  committee  deems  it  advisable  to  issue  this  address,  out- 
lining to  some  extent  the  nature  of  the  work  of  each  committee, 
4 and  earnestly  inviting  our  members  and  interested  friends  in  other 
meetings,  to  aid  in  every  right  way,  the  common  purpose  of  infus- 
t ing  our  membership  with  a true  zeal  for  good  works  and  in  bring- 
ing these  works  to  bear  upon  the  sins  and  evils  of  our  day,  as  we 
a are  in  duty  bound  to  do  as  professors  of  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

To  many  of  us  the  question  comes  as  to  others  in  the  days  of 
Jesus,  “Why  stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle.”  Matt.  20-6.  And 
also  the  call  “ Awake  thou  that  sleepest  and  arise  from  the  dead 
and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light,  see  then  that  ye  walk  circumspect- 
ly, not  as  fools  but  as  wise,  redeeming  the  time,  because  the  days 
are  evil.”  Eph.  5-14  to  16. 


In  the  language  of  Whittier — 


“ Our  fathers  to  their  graves  have  gone; 

Their  strife  is  past, — their  triumphs  won; 
But  sterner  trials  wait  the  race 
Which  rises  in  their  honored  place, — 

A moral  warfare  with  the  crime 
And  folly  of  an  evil  time. 


So  let  it  be.  In  God’s  own  might 
We  gird  us  for  the  coming  fight, 

And,  strong  in  Him  whose  cause  is  ours 
In  conflict  with  unholy  powers, 

We  grasp  the  weapons  he  has  given, — 

The  Light,  and  Truth,  and  Love  of  Heaven.” 


We  believe  it  was  in  harmony  with  the  indwelling  light  and 
m "power  that  brought  our  fathers  triumphantly  through  the  strife 
incident  to  their  times,  that  this  Union  for  Philanthropic  Labor 
was  formed  at  Waynesville,  Ohio. 


SUGGESTIONS  TO  COMMITTEES 
And  oilier  Interested  Members. 

ARBITRATION. 

1st.  That  those  who  are  interested  in  this  subject  and  are  not 
already  subscribers,  should  subscribe  for  and  read  one  or  more  good 
Arbitration  papers,  that  we  may  be  well  informed  of  what  is  being 
done  in  this  direction,  receive  the  impetus  and  many  suggestions 
that  such  reading  gives,  and  thus  act  intelligently  our  part  in 
the  labor. 

2d.  Encourage  in  all  our  social  and  business  surroundings  the 
spirit  of  good  will  and  consideration  for  the  rights  of  others  as 
the  basis  of  peace, — the  destroyer  of  the  war  spirit. 

3rd.  As  far  as  possible  encourage  the  settlement  of  disputes 
between  neighbors  by  honest  and  kindly  arbitration. 

4th.  In  country  and  village  neighborhoods,  and  in  cities 
wdiere  practicable,  aid  in  establishing  either  voluntary  or  legal 
boards  of  arbitration  composed  of  persons  who  command  respect, 
by  reason  of  their  ability  and  love  of  justice. 

5t,h.  Investigate  all  existing  boards  or  courts  of  this  kind  in 
your  respective  neighborhoods  and  report  the  results  of  your  in- 
vestigation and  all  of  your  other  work  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  arbitration  in  due  season. 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION. 

Idleness  and  ignorance,  leading  directly  towards  vice  and  pau- 
perism, compulsory  education  becomes  a subject  of  deep  interest 
to  all  who  wish  to  check  the  growth  of  crime.  Several  States 
bave  laws  requiring  the  education  of  all  children,  but  in  few  cases 
If  any,  are  they  enforced.  Changes  so  great  as  a fully  enforced 
compulsory  education  law  would  make,  are  perfected  slowdy,  the 
masses  of  the  people  who  are  absorbed  in  matters  of  personal  in- 
terest, or  in  the  efforts  to  procure  a comfortable  subsistence,  at 
iirst  reject  disturbing  changes,  while  persons  aroused  to  its  import- 
ance require  time  and  a frequent  comparison  of  views  before 
uniting  upon  methods  for  procuring  the  benefits  sought.  It  there- 
fore is  needful  for  pioneers  in  this  movement  to  carefully  investi- 
gate and  weigh  the  subject  in  its  various  bearings,  read  as  fully  as 
possible  all  recorded  mature  thought  regarding  it,  and  give  to  one 
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another  and  the  public  the  benefit  of  their  investigation,  so  that 
by  the  time  that  wise  laws  can  be  secured,  public  opinion  will  be 
sufficiently  aroused  and  informed  to  permit  them  to  be  fully  tested. 

We  suggest, 

1st.  Investigation  as  to  the  proportion  of  children  of  school- 
age  in  our  several  States  who  fail  to  get  the  benefit  of  a school 
education.  • 

2d.  Gather  whatever  evidence  you  can  as  to  the  influence  of 
ignorance  and  idleness  during  childhood  in  producing  crime  and 
pauperism:  Note  the  statistics  of  prisons,  reform  schools  and 
charity  organizations  so  far  as  they  throw  light  upon  this  subject. 

3rd.  Gather  statistics  as  to  the  results  of  combined  manual 
and  intellectual  education,  and  ascertain  the  practicability  under 
existing  laws  and  in  view  of  increased  cost,  of  joining  these  two 
systems  of  education  in  the  common  school  course. 

4th.  Report  the  laws  upon  the  statute  books  of  your  States 
requiring  attendance  at  school  and  providing  for  adequate  accom- 
modation for  all  of  school  age,  also  any  statistics  available,  of  ex- 
periments under  compulsory  education  laws  and  under  combined 
mental  and  manual  labor  training  upon  scientific  methods.  Let 
the  members  of  this  committee  and  all  interested  persons  send  in 
such  information  as  is  asked  for,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
not  later  than  the  middle  of  7th  month,  next. 
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PRISON  AND  CRIMINAL  REFORM. 


Much  interest  has  of  late  years  been  aroused  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Many  of  our  State  prisons  are  well  managed,  well  ventilated 
and  heated  and  the  bodily  comfort  of  the  convicts  attended  to 
more  carefully  than  it  usually  is  by  themselves  when  at  liberty. 
Much  is  being  written  regarding  various  methods  of  reforming 
prisoners,  and  experiments  are  being  constantly  made  of  the  vari- 
ous theories  proposed,  but  much  is  yet  to  be  done  in  this  field. 

In  most  of  the  Northern  States  sufficient  tenderness  is  felt  as 
regards  the  diet,  comfort  and  labor  of  the  prisoner,  for  there  is 
danger  in  making  the  prison  more  comfortable  than  the  home  of 
honest  poverty,  if  moral  reformation  does  not  have  close  and  suc- 
cessful  attention  at  the  same  time. 

Too  nruclfattention  is  probably  given  to  making  the  peniten- 
tiaries pay  their  full  ..^xpensesjby  the  profit  of  prison  labor,  and 
too  little  is  given  to  the  grading  of  convicts  upon  the  basis  of 
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growth  in  reformation,  gradually  removing  the  badges  of  disgrace 
and  stimulating  self-respect  as  the  time  approaches  for  return  to 
general  society. 

Sentences  of  confirmed  criminals  are  generally  too  short  and 
too  little  distinction  is  made  in  the  punishment  of  first  offenses  by 
those  who  are  not  naturally  criminals  and  for  repeated  offenses  by 
those  who  have  voluntarily  entered  upon  a criminal  career.  Sev- 
eral questions  like  these  remain  for  our  consideration  and  action 


regarding  State  prisons,  but  perhaps  greater  labor  is  now  needed. 


with  reference  to  our  county  jails,  city  prisons  and  boys  reforma- 
tories)^ In  these  prisons,  innocent  and  guilty,  untried  and  convicted 
are  too  often  placed  together,  treated  alike,  and  under  a sense 


deepened.)/ Associated  idleness  prevents  those  willing  to  do  well  or 
who  would  be  amenable  to  friendly  influences,  from  developing 
their  better  feb lings,  ridicule  brings  its  power  to  bear,  compelling 
all  toward  the  lower  standard,  and  few  who  have  not  visited  these 
prisons  and  observed  the  conditions  surrounding  the  prisoners 
have  any  idea  of  the  great  need  there  is  for  change  in  those  too 
well  taught  schools  of  crime.  Associated  idleness,  vicious  litera- 
ture and  vile  conversation  are  the  sources  of  much  c 
our  county  and  city  jails. 

We  suggest : 

1st.  Frequent  visits  to  and  conversations  with  prisoners  in 
these  jails,  so  far  as  within  our  reach,  with  a view  to  creating  de- 
sires for  return  to  honest  lives — givingthem  a sense  of  your  friend- 
ship and  helpful  interest,  and  to  ascertain  enough  of  their  history, 
relationships,  etc.,  to  render  your,  advice  valuable  upon  their  re- 
lease from  imprisonment. 

2d.  Discourage  by  every  means  in  your  power  the  reading  of 
jl.  vicious  or  trashy  literature,  and  encourage  useful  and  pure  reading, 
furnishing  as  you  may  be  able,  that  which  is  interesting  and  suited 
to  their  mental  capacity. 


3rd.  Having  ascertained  the  capabilities  of  the  inmates  for  A 


various  forms  of  labor,  assist  such  as  need  it  to  suitable  work, 
upon  their  release  and  before  they  can  drift  back  into  the  criminal 
channels.  This  will  apply  to  State  prisoners  also. 


4th.  Where  feasible  hold  meetings  on  First-days  with  the 


prisoners  or  read  and  converse  with  those  who  are  willing,  upon 
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religious  and  moral  topics,  using  care  not  to  talk  above  their  un- 
derstandings, nor  in  a mystical  way — but  watch  for  and  follow  the 
Light , or  divine  impulse  in  your  own  hearts,  while  trying  to  reach 
theirs . 

5th.  Read  the  advices  upon  prison  visiting  in  the  published 
proceedings  of  the  Union  for  1882,  and  as  much  other  helpful  mat- 
ter as  you  can.  The  more  we  really  know  of  this  subject  and  its 
4 difficulties,  the  less  self-sufficient  we  will  be  and  the  greater  will 
appear  the  need  for  judicious,  but  persevering  labor. 

TEMPERANCE . 

* It  would  seem  that  there  is  but  little  new  to  be  said  upon  this 
subject,  it  has  been  so  thoroughly  studied  and  is  being^so  constantly 
and  voluminously  written  upon,  but  there  was  perhaps  never  more 
need  for  wise  and  indefatigable  work  in  this  field  than  now. 
Scarcely  a home  in  our  land  but  has  felt  within  its  limits  or  through 
its  relationships,  the  blighting  effects  of  intemperance.  It  permeates 
and  too  often  controls  our  City  and  State  politics,  corrupting 
wherever  it  goes  until  it  appears  to  be  sapping  the  very  founda- 
tions of  society,  both  civil  and  political : It  sits  on  our  juries  to 
protect  itself  : It  seeks  to  fill  our  legislatures  and  city  councils  to 
prevent  its  banishment:  It  seeks  the  control  of  our  local  govern- 
ments that  the  laws  may  not  be  enforced  where  its  interests  are  at 
stake:  It  robs  wives  and  children  of  the  comforts  of  life,  it  robs 
the  father  of  his  manhood,  the  parents  of  their  children,  and  all 
who  tamper  with  it  of  their  rightful  heritage  of  purity,  health  and 
happiness. 

It  is  one  of  the  honorable  distinctions  of  our  society,  that  first 
of  organized  religious  bodies,  it  raised  its  warning  voice  and  ban- 
ished intoxicating  beverages  so  far  as  it  could  from  its  own  mem- 
bership; let  us  not  lag  behind  now  when  the  great  struggle  is  upon 
us  and  the  wisest  throughout  our  land  are  banding  together  for  the 
destruction  of  all  trade  in  and  use  of  intoxicating  beverages.  With 
our  fundamental  faith  of  a divine  nature  in  man,  let  us  strive  in 
t all  ways  to  preserve  this  spiritual  life  in  each  human  being.  With 
our  fundamental  principle  of  an  inward  Light  given  of  God  for 
1 our  guidance,  let  us  seek  its  teachings,  search  our  hearts  and  see 
what  God  would  have  us  do  in  this  field,  then  by  all  channels 

* opened  by  this  Light  let  us  go  forth  to  do  our  work  in  our  day  as 
our  worthy  ancestors  did  theirs  in  their  day. 
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While  working  in  the  midst  of  the  visible  corruption  let  us 
work  also  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  kiilas  far  as  we  may  the  seed 
from  which  the  corruption  springs — save  drunkards  if  we  can,  but 
save  the  children  at  any  cost,  from  becoming  drunkards, 

We  suggest  : 

1st.  The  thorough  dissemination  of  suitable  leaflet  literature, 
the  subscribing  for  some  one  or  more  good  temperance  papers, 
such  as  the  National  Temperance  Advocate,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Union  4 
Signal,  of  Chicago,  and  the  reading  of  the  valuable  books  lately 
published,  regarding  the  effects  of  alcohol  upon  the  human  system. 

2d.  The  introduction,  as  fast  as  practicable,  into  all  our 
schools,  public  as  well  as  private,  of  suitable  text  books  suited  to 
the  various  grades  of  scholars:  Well  supported  petitions  to  State 
legislatures,  asking  for  laws  requiring  a study  of  the  effects  of  al- 
cohol on  the  system,  as  a part  of  the  public  school  course,  prom- 
ise the  most  thorough  results. 

3rd.  Let  our  First-day  and  mission  schools  have  either 
stated  days  for  lessons  on  temperance  or  see  that  a gleam  of  tem- 
perance light  runs  through  all  their  days. 

4th.  Organize  reading  clubs  for  a regular  course  of  reading 
upon  Hygiene,  Physiology  and  kindred  topics  involving  knowl- 
edge of  the  effects  of  alcohol  upon  the  system  both  in  food,  as  a 
drink,  or  as  medicine;  let  your  committee  outline  a course  of  such 
reading  so  that  the  various  clubs  will  keep  abreast  in  the  study. 

The  committee  chairman  should  give  all  needed  information  re- 
garding books,  course  of  study,  etc.  These  clubs  should  occa- 
sionally have  lectures  from  physicians,  or  other  well  informed 
persons  upon  subjects  in  harmony  with  the  readings. 

5th.  Alone  or  in  co-operation  with  others,  as  the  way  opens 
and  God’s  spirit  impels,  work  to  increase  knowledge  on  this  sub- 
ject. Work  to  bring  conviction  of  the  entire  evil  of  intoxicating 
beverages  in  any  quantity  or  at  any  time,  home  to  the  hearts  of  all 
who  will  receive  the  truth.  Work  to  preserve  by  law  what  ’has 
been  gained  by  moral  suasion,  so  that  you  can  put  your  entire  ** 
strength  into  advanced  work  and  among  unconverted  people, 
Finally,  work  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  society  upon  this 
subject,  and  search  for  and  follow  God’s  inward  voice  or  impulse 
in  it  all. 

To  committees  in  general  we  would  say,  if  you  have  not  yet 
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organized,  do  so  at  once,  designate  a chairman  to  whom  reports 
should  be  sent  and  from  whom  information  may  be  asked. 

Let  the  P.  O.  address  of  each  chairman  be  given  in  our  society 
papers  and  send  to  these  papers  occasional  articles  bearing  upon 
committee  work — giving  information,  asking  information,  and 
arousing  interest  upon  the  topics  under  consideration. 

4 The  next  meeting  of  the  Union  being  in  8th  month,  1884,  our 

time  for  work  before  reporting  is  short,  and  action  must  be  prompt, 
t if  we  bring  much  fruit  to  that  gathering. 

To  any  who  may  feel  that  the  field  is  so  broad  and  the  difficul- 
ties so  great  that  our  efforts  may  be  futile,  we  would  say  : 

“Never  yet 

Share  of  Truth  was  vainly  set 
In  the  world's  wide  fallow." 

Though  our  day  may  be  all  too  short  for  visible  fruition, 

“ After  hands  shall  sow  the  seed 
After  hands  from  hill  and  mead 

Reap  the  harvest  yellow." 

To  all  interested  in  this  work  we  would  extend  cordial  invi- 
tation to  aid  us  as  way  opens,  and  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Union — to  realize  as  we  have  realized  the  value  of  mental  fric- 
tion— of  comparison  of  views,  of  mutual  giving  and  receiving  of 
thought  and  feeling,  and  of  joined  aspirations  and  labor  in  behalf 
of  humanity, 

WM.  C.  STARR, 

Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 

Richmond,  Ind.,  3-Mo.,  29th,  1884, 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


OF  THE  UNION. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 

BALTIMORE  YEARLY  MEETING. 

Levi  K.  Brown,  Goshen,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

Jonathan  K.  Taylor,  No.  11  German  St.,  Baltimore. 

Elizabeth  P.  Blackburn,  244  N.  Eutaw  St.,  Baltimore. 

OHIO  YEARLY  MEETING. 

Joseph  S.  Hartley,  Alliance,  Ohio. 

Mercy  J.  Griffith,  Emerson,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio. 

Rachel  W.  Whinery,  Salem,  Ohio. 

INDIANA  YEARLY  MEETING. 

Clarkson  Butterworth,  Wilmington,  Ohio. 

William  C.  Starr,  Richmond,  Indiana. 

John  L.  Thomas,  Pendleton,  Madison  Co.,  Indiana. 

ILLINOIS  YEARLY  MEETING. 

Benjamin  F.  Nichols,  State  Centre,  Iowm. 

Jonathan  W.  Plummer,  §2,  E.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
Elizabeth  H.  Coale,  Holder,  McLean  Co.,  Illinois. 

WILLIAM  C.  STARR,  Secretary. 
BENJ.  F.  NICHOLS,  Treasurer. 

ARBITRATION  COMMITTEE. 

Darlington  Hoopes,  Hickory,  Maryland. 

Thomas  H.  Matthews,  Cockeysville.  Maryland. 

Joshua  L.  Mills,  Mt.  Palatine,  Putnam  Co.,  Illinois. 

Jonathan  W.  Plummer,  52  E.  Lake  St.,  Chicago.  Illinois. 
Aaron  Morris,  Milton,  Wayne  Co.,  Indiana. 

Mary  Ann  Roberts,  Pendleton,  Madison  Co.,  Ind. 

James  Whinery,  Salem,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio. 

Samuel  S.  Tomlinson,  Emerson,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio. 
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COMPULSORY  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Ann  B.  Branson,  Stephenson's  Depot,  Frederick  Co.,  Ya. 

David  W.  Branson,  Stephenson's  Depot,  Frederick  Co.,  Ya. 

Mercy  J.  Griffith,  Emerson,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio. 

Richard  E.  Roberts,  Emerson.  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio. 

Allen  J.  Flitcraft,  164  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

^ Ellwood  P.  Cooper,  Winfield,  Henry  Co.,  Iowa. 

Rebecca  Swain,  Pendleton,  Madison  Co.,  Ind, 

\ Esther  L.  Thomas,  Pendleton,  Madison  Co.,  Ind. 

^ PRISON  REFORM  COMMITTEE. 

Edward  Merritt,  Cedarville,  Ohio. 

Maria  Synnestvedt,  43  Liberty  St.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Mary  G.  Smith,  Hoopestown,  McLean  Co.,  Illinois. 

Ann  Welsh,  Downey,  Iowa. 

Jane  Edgerton,  St  Clairsville,  Ohio. 

William  Stanton,  Somerton,  Belmont  Co.,  Ohio. 

Hiram  Blackburn,  Fisher  Town,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa. 

Rebecca  M.  Thomas,  Sandy  Spring,  Maryland. 

TEMPERANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Hannah  A.  Plummer,  75  Maple  St.,  Chicago. 

Lauretta  H.  Nichols,  State  Centre,  Iowa. 

Benjamin  Rogers,  Pendleton,  Madison  Co.,  Ind. 

Anna  M.  Starr,  Richmond,  Ind. 

Sarah  T.  Miller,  Sandy  Spring,  Md. 

Thomas  E.  Taylor,  Lincoln,  Loudon  Co.,  Ya. 

Daniel  I.  Richards,  Salem,  Ohio. 

Sarah  C.  Fox,  Short  Creek,  Harrison  Co.,  Ohio. 

For  copies  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Union  for  either 
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William  C.  Starr,  Richmond,  Ind. 
t Darlington  Hoopes,  Hickory,  Md. 

Mercy  J.  Griffith,  Emerson,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio. 
r J.  W.  Plummer,  53  Lake  St.,  Chicage. 
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